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 Senate Transportation Bill Abandons Bicycling
Just as community advocates plan for a more bicycle-friendly California at this weekend’s California Bike Summit in Los Angeles, they learned that the U.S. Senate released a draft transportation bill that eliminates dedicated funding for bicycle and pedestrian safety. The California Bicycle Coalition released a statement from the summit protesting “the giant step backward” proposed in the U.S. Senate last Friday.
 “At this summit we’re excited to learn how we’re making our communities more livable, safer, and healthier. Yet the U.S. Senate takes a giant step backward with this huge giveaway to the highway lobby exactly when we Californians need transportation choices more than ever. It’s a bitter irony.”

The draft federal bill is disappointing to bicycle advocates who had been expecting a continuation of dedicated bicycle and pedestrian funding, as promised repeatedly by Sen. Boxer. Even though current funding has never amounted to more than 1.5% of total federal transportation funding, it has produced many improvements in communities throughout California. 
By contrast, the draft bill delivers a triple whammy to bicycling and walking advocates: highways are eligible for the same funding, there’s less of it, and funding bicycling and walking is optional.

Here are three consequences of the draft federal legislation:

1) Competition with highways:  Bicycle and pedestrian programs which currently receive their own dedicated funding--including Transportation Enhancements, Safe Routes to School and Recreational Trails--would be lumped together into an “Additional Activities” pot of funding, along with expensive highway projects, wetlands mitigation and environmental mitigation. 
2) Less funding:  While many new expensive uses were added to the “Additional Activities” pot, the funding level for the entire pot is equal to the FY09 levels for Transportation Enhancements, which is less than 1% of the entire bill. This represents a 30% cut just for Transportation Enhancements, Safe Routes to School and Recreational Trails, and does not factor in any additional funding for all the new types of projects now eligible.
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3) Opt-out provision:  The bill provides an incentive for states to not spend the “Additional Activities” funding.  If states do not spend this funding for 18 months, they can then redirect the funds to any program eligible as part of Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality.

“Los Angeles couldn’t offer a better illustration of what’s at stake under this draft legislation,” said Dave Snyder, executive director the California Bicycle Coalition, sponsor of the California Bike Summit. “We’re seeing an entire region – including the nation’s second-largest city -- being transformed from being utterly dependent on freeways and cars to a more livable place with better, cleaner, healthier transportation options. The draft federal bill put all that momentum and progress in jeopardy,” said Snyder. “It amounts to a huge giveaway to powerful highway interests at the cost of the jobs and economic benefits that come from making our communities safer for bicycling and walking.
Our own Senator Boxer, chair of the Environment & Public Works Committee, which drafted the bill, should fix these problems and support amendments to restore dedicated, committed funding for bicycle and pedestrian projects, so we can improve safety and mobility for people who choose to walk and bike.
# # #
CALIFORNIA BICYCLE COALITION | 1017 L STREET, #288 | SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 | CBC@CALBIKE.ORG | 916-446-7558

